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Licensing Policy 
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Recommendation to decision-maker

1. That new applications for hackney carriage and private hire driver licences are 
suspended until further notice

2. That the renewal process for existing hackney carriage and private hire driver 
licences is altered to allow self-certification of medical fitness and any new 
cautions/convictions until further notice

3. That the 6-monthly vehicle compliance check be replaced by a newly issued MOT 
certificate where it has not been possible for the licence holder to obtain a 
compliance check due to the closure of garages approved to undertake the check.

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


4. That delegated authority be given to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations to make further amendments to 
the policy as necessary during the Covid-19 response period. 

1 The Purpose of the Report
1.1 To obtain authority to deviate from the approved South Kesteven District Council Hackney 

Carriage and Private Hire Policy during the Covid-19 emergency response.

1.2 Current deviations are proposed as

 New driver applications will no longer be accepted 

 Existing drivers for renewal will be required to make a self-declaration relating to their 
health since their last group 2 medical and any cautions or convictions since their last 
data barring service record check.  

 If there are no debarring medical conditions identified, no relevant convictions or 
cautions detailed and all other conditions have been met the licensing authority will 
issue a 6 month temporary licence and an advisory that a medical and enhanced DBS 
certificate must be provided within the 6 month licence period, upon receipt of which 
and subject to acceptance,  their licence will be extended to the normal licensing 
period of 3 year.

 They will also be required give an undertaking that any medical condition diagnosed 
within the 6 months will be notified to the licensing authority in writing within 2 working 
days (subject of course to them being medically able).

 All vehicles must be tested at one of the Council’s approved garages (no. 9) every 6 
months.  Where the operator has been unable to obtain the 6 monthly compliance 
certificate due to closure of garages, the Licensing Authority will accept a newly issued 
MOT certificate.  A compliance certificate must be obtained at the next scheduled test. 

 If a compliance certificate or new MOT has not be obtained a vehicle cannot not be 
used or licensed

1.3 Anticipated numbers of effected drivers/vehicles are detailed below by month.  
Approximately 40 new driver applications are received per year.

Month Driver Licence Renewals Vehicle Compliance Tests Due

April 8 37

May 8 32

June 14 25

July 9 28

August 8 43

September 14 17



2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny
2.1 The Chairman of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee has been consulted 

in accordance with the procedures set out in the Council’s Constitution for decisions made 
under general exception and special urgency measures. The Chairman of the 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee has confirmed that he is content with the 
making of the decision under these provisions. In order to suspend the right to call the 
decision-in, the Council’s Constitution also requires that the Chairman of the Council is 
consulted. The Chairman of the Council has confirmed that she is happy that this decision 
should not be subject to call-in. 

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 The processing of driver renewal applications could be suspended resulting in those 

drivers being unable to operate. 

4 Preferred Option
4.1 That renewals continue with self-declarations. 

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s)
5.1 To support the taxi trade to continue to operate, while ensuring that sufficient checks 

remain in place to ensure that vehicles are safe and drivers are fit and proper persons. 

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
6.1 To be communicated to those effected by e-mail where possible and via the Council’s 

communications team.

7 Financial Implications 
7.1 There will be a loss of income of approximately £1k per month to the Council by no longer 

accepting new applications.  Renewal fees will still apply.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance

8 Legal and Governance Implications 
8.1 The recommendations are pragmatic and sensible in the current circumstances. The 

decision maker will be the Leader, in light of the current executive arrangements.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Monitoring Officer

9 Equality and Safeguarding implications
9.1 Existing drivers have already undertaken group 2 medical checks and Data Barring 

Services checks.  The temporary self-certification will allow them to continue to operate on 
a temporary basis pending a new medical and DBS check when possible. 

10 Risk and mitigation
10.1 Requirements will be kept under review in accordance with Government guidance. 

11 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a climate emergency?

11.1 Not applicable



12 Background papers
12.1 None

13 Appendices
13.1 None

Call-in deadline Not applicableReport Timeline:

Date decision effective 24 March 2020

Decision: 1. That new applications for hackney carriage and private 
hire driver licences are suspended until further notice

2. That the renewal process for existing hackney carriage 
and private hire driver licences is altered to allow self-
certification of medical fitness and any new 
cautions/convictions until further notice

3. That the 6-monthly vehicle compliance check be replaced 
by a newly issued MOT certificate where it has not been 
possible for the licence holder to obtain a compliance 
check due to the closure of garages approved to 
undertake the check.

4. That delegated authority be given to the Chief Executive, 
in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Commercial 
and Operations to make further amendments to the policy 
as necessary during the Covid-19 response period.
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